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TO A 


DISSENTER;. 


; Upon occaſion of His Majeſties late Graciolis Declaration 
| of INDULGENCE. 


SIR, =P Mods ans | Ms 5.0 


 \ Ince Addrefles are in faſhion, gi tba ry. This is neither che Ef- 
feet of Fear, Intereſt, or Relentment'; therefore you may be fure ir is ſincere :. and for 
x } thatreaſon ir may expeR robe kindly received. Whether it will have power etough ro 
Convince, degenderh upon the Reaſons, of which you are to judge; and upon your 
2h. pts of Mind, to be perſwaded by Truth, whenever it ___ to you. Ir ought nor ro 
leſs welcom; for coming from a friendly hand, one whoſe kindneſs to you is not leſſened 
by difference of Opirion, who will nec let his thoughts for the Publick be ſo eyed or con- 
; fined'to' this or char Sub-diviſien of Proteftanrs, as to ſtitie rhe Charicy, which, befides all orher 
nents, i5-2r rhis rime become neceſſary ro preſerve us. 

j T ati meither ſurprized nor provoked, ro ſee that in the condition you were put imo by the | 
| Laws, and'the if! circumſtances you lay-under, by having the Excluſion and Rebellion laid ro 
: os Charge, you were defirous ro make your ſelves leſs uneafie and obnoxious to Authority, 
| enavhoare ſore, run ro the neareſt Remedy with roo much haſt,to conſider all the conſequences ; 
x "Grains of allowance are to be given, where Narure giveth ſuch ſtrong Influences. When ro men 
under Sufferings it vffercrtt Exte,; the preſent Pain wil-Hhardly allow time ro- examine- the Reme- 
dies 3 avd che ſtrongeſt Reaſoncan hardly gaiv a fair Audience from our Mind, whilſt ſo potlef- 

} - "kd; dill the firartisa line allayed. 
| . *I'& nor ktiow' whether che Warmth thatr-naturally belongeth to new Friendſhips, may-not 
"mike i & harder Task for me ro perfivade you. Ir is like rclling Lovers, in the beginning of 

'their Joys, tharthey will in a lied tire have an end. Such an uawelcom _ dorh nor eafi 

find credit: but I will ſuppoſe you are not ſo far gone in your new Patſion, but that you wi 
- Hear ftill 3 and therefore I am ander the lefs diſcouragemenr, when I offer ro your cd rioa 


\ two'things.” The fiſt is, rhe caife you have to ſuſpect your new Friends, The ſecmdy' the Dury 
ti ;mcnnndegt upon yu, in Chriſttanity<and Prudence, not to hazard rhe publick Safery, either by 
defite of 'Ex(e, nor ro Revenge, 


To the firſt ; Confider that notwirhſtanding the ſmooth Language which is now pur on to c- 
gage yon, rheſe new Friends did not make you their Choice, hurt their Refuge : They have ever 
made their firſt Couriſhips to.rhe Church of England. And when they were rejected chere, 
made their Applicationto you in the ſecond place. The Inſtances of this, mighr be given in all 
«times. I donor repeat them,berauſe whatſoever is unneceflary, muſt, be redious, the rruth of this + 
dercion.beigg 16 plain, 25 not ge.ad mit a Diſpute, You cannot cherg/gre reaſonably flauter your + 


\ 


(+) 
felves, that there is ay Inclinacion to you. They never pretended to alow you any Quarter, hur 
to whher in Liberty for chemſelves under that ſhelrer, I refer you to Mr. Coleman's Letters, and 
to the Journals of Parliament,-where you may be-convinced, if 'you can Be [6 miſtaken, as ro 
douht ; nay, ar this very hour, they can hardly torbear, in the heighr of their Courtſhip, to let 
fall hard words of you. $0 little 13 Nature fo be reſtrained ir will tarc out ſometimes, dif- 
gaining to ſubmir to the Uſurparion of Arc and Intereſt. A | | 

This Alliance,between-Liber /y an41 Trfalt 57tiry,is bringing rogecher th? Two- mt contrary hifgs 
chagarein the World. The Church of Rome doth not onl diſlike the all qwing Liberty, bugby 
ix Principles ir cynnot do it. Wine 8 not moreexpreſly farbidden to the Mabometags, than 
giving Herericks Liberty is co Papifts :*They are no more ae ro make good Their Vows Wyorr. 
then Men marricd before, and their Wife alive, can confirm rheir Contra with another. The 
continuance of cheir kindneſs, wou'd be & habit of Sin, of which they arc to repent, and their 
Abſolution is ro be had upon rv other terins, than their Promiſe co deſtroy you. + You are 
therefore tobe kugged now, only c<h1.cvon be the hertcr {qucezed-ar angreher time,” There 
muſt be ſomething Extraordinary, when che Church of Rome ſerterh up'Bilis and off ceth Plai- 
ſters, for render Conſciences 3 by all char hach Iicherro appeared, her : skill'lg Chirurger\ lyerh 
chiefly ina quick Hang, to cur off Limb: z but ſhe 15 the worſt ar Healing, of any that ever pre- 

ed to-It. IF SER -a \. exevnd Se. | 

' Tocome fo quick from atiother exrream, is"fuch an unnatural motion, that you _—_—_ be 
upon your Guard 3 the other dav you were Ss of Bell, Now, youare Argels of Light, - » This 
is a violent change,and ir will be fic for you to pauſe upon 1:,54ctore you believe it: If your features 
are not a'tercd neither is their opinion of you,whar ever may be prc:cnded. Do you beheve lefs 
than you did, thatthere is Idolatry in the Church of Rome ? ſure 10u do not. See then, how 
they treat both in Words and Writing, thoſe who entertain that op1u40n Corciude from hence, 
how inconſiſtent their favour is with-rhis fgngle Article, excepr-thev 'give you a Diſpeniation 
for this too, and by a Non Obſtante, ſecure you that ghey will not chink ©u.e worſe cf- ,vou. 

Thiuk alittle how dangerous it is to build upon. a'Fonndation of Paradoxes. Popery now is 
the only fricnd to Liberty, and the known _— to Perſecution : The men of Taunton and Tiruer- 
on, are above all ochcr eminent for Loyalty. The Qualers from being dcAared bythe Papiſis 
not to be Chriſtians, arc now made Favourites, and taken into their parcicular ''roreRion z they 
are on a ſudden grown the moſt Accompliſhed. men of che 'Kingdom,. in good Breeding, ,and 
give Thanks with the beſt Grace, in double rehned L anguage. So thar I ſhould: not wonder, tho 
@ man of that Perſwaſion, in ſpice of his Har, ſhon'd be Maſtgr of the Ceremonzes, Nat to ſa 
harſher words, theſe 3: c ſuch very new things, that it is impoſſible not to ſuſpend our Belief, till 
by a litcle more Expericr.ce we may be inform'd whether they are Realities or Apparirions : We 
have been under ſhameful miſtakes, if theſe Opinionsare true 3 bur for the preſent, we are apr 
to be ipcredulqus;3 except we could be convinced, that the Prieſts words 1n this Caſe too, ave 
adle ro make ſuch a ſudden and efcRual change 3 and that their Power is not limit<d ro the Sa- 
—_ buc chat ir cx4enderh to alter the nature of all other things, as often as they are ſp 
wiſpolcd, 

| bh mc row ſpeak of the 12\lruments of your Friendſhip, and then leaye you to. judge, whe- 
ther they do not atford marrer of Suſpition. No ſharpneſs is to be mingled where Healing only 
1s incended 3. ſo nothing will be ſaid ro expoſe particular men, bow ſtrong ſo. ever the Tempz- 
tion may te, or how cicar che Proofs ro make it our. A word or two in general, for. your 
better caution, ſhall ſuffice : Suppoſe then, for Arguments fake, that the Mediators of this.new 
Alliance, ſhould be ſugh as have been formerly imployed in Treaties of the fame kind, and 
there detgfted tg have Atted by Order, ard to have been Impowered to give Encouragements 
and Kewards. Weuld not this be an Argument to ſulpett them ? | 

If they ſhould plainly be under Engagements toone fide, their Arguments ro the other, ought 
to be received accordingiy 3 their fair Preterices areto be looked upon as part of their Cemmil- 
fion, which may not improbably give them a Diſpenſarion in rhe caſe of Truth, when ir may 
bring a prejudice upen the Service of thoſe by whom they are imployed, 


ix 
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ever Thanketh che King for his Deckiration, is by that engaged to Ju 'idic ic 1n point of Law 5 


'ff there ſhotld be men who Having former ria ut to perſwade by $- 
eular- Arguinents, have in Putſuance of chat Power, ſprinkled Money, the Diſlenti 
Miniſters 3 -and if rhoſe very men ſhould now have the ſame Authority, praftiſe the ſame Me- 
thods, and Disburſe, where they cannor otherwiſe perſwade: It feemeth tome to be rather an 
Evidence than a Preſumprion of the Deceir. 

If there ſhould be Miniſters amongſt you, who by Having fallen under Temprations of this 
kinde, are in ſome ſorr engaged to continue their frailty, by the awe they are in leaſt,ic ſhould 
be expoſed : The Perſwafions of rheſe unfortunace, met muſt ſure have the leſs force, and their 
Arguments, houſe never ſo ſpecious, are to be fuſpeRed, when they comeffrom men who have 
Morrgaged themſelyes to ſevere Creditors that expeta rigorous obſervation of the Contradt, ler 
ir be never ſo unwarrantable, 

1f theſe, or any ethers, ſhould ar this tirtie Preach up Anger and Vengeance againſt the 
Church of England; may it not withour Injuſtice be ſuſpeed, rhar a thing ſo plainly our of (ea- 
ſon, ſpringeth rather from Corruption than Miſtake; and thar choſe who at this Cholerick parcz * 
do not believe themſelves, but only pre higher DireCtions, and endeavour to make good thaxt < 
parr of their Contra, which obligerh chem upon a Fotfeityre rg wake uſe of their ing * 
Eloquence? They mighr apprehend their Wages would be retrenched, if they ſhould be Mode+ 
rate: And therefore whilſt Violence is their Inrereft, thoſe who have nor the fame Arguments, 
have no reaſon to follow ſuch a Pattial Example. . | 

If there ſhould be men, who by the load of rheir Crimes againſt the Government, have been 
bowed down to comply with it againft their Confciencez who by incurring the want of a Pardon, 
have drawn upon themſelves the neceffiry of an intire Reſignagjor: Such men are co be lamented, 
bur not to be believed. Nay, . they rhemfelyes, when hey hive diſcharged cheir Unwelcome 
Task, will be inwardly glad that their forced endeavours do. hot ſucceed, and are pleaſed when 
men reſiſt cheir Infinuarions 3 -which are far from being Voluntary or Sincere, bur ace (queezed 
out-of them by the weight of their being ſo Obnoxious. | 

If in che heighth ef chis greac dearneſs by comparing things, ir ſhould happen thar at chis in- 
ſtanc, there is much a ſurer Frierdſhip with thoſe who are ſo far from allowing liberty, that they 
allow no living to a Proteſtant under them. Ler che Scene lie in whar prrt of the World ic wilh, 
the Argument will come home, and ſure it will afford ſufficient ground to fuſpeR. Apparent 
Con:radictions muſt ſtrike 'vs ; neicher Narure nor Reaſon can digeſt them :. Selt-Flacrery, and 
the deſire ro deceive our ſelves ro gratifie a preſent Appetice, with all their power, which is great, 
cannot get the berrer of ſuch broad Conviction, as ſome things carry along with chem. Will you 
call rhele vaia and empty Sulpitions ? have you been ar all cimes fo void of Fears and Jealouſics 
as to juſtifie your being ſo unreaſonably Valiant in having none upon this occaſion ? Such an ex- 
er2ordinary Courage at this unſcaſonable time, to ſay no more, is too dangerous a Yertue to be 
-commended, 

If chen for theſe and a thouſand other Reaſons, there is cauſe ro ſuſpeR, ſure your new Friends 
afe nut to Dictate ro you, or Adviſe you; for Inſtance, The Adreiſes that fly abroad every 
Week, and Murcher us with anther t» the ſame; che firſt Draughts are made by thoſe who are 
very proper to he Sccreraries ro the Proteſtant Religion:and it is your part on!y to write them ouc 
faircr again.Strange ! chart you rho have been formerly ſo much againſt Ser Firms, ſhould now he 
content the Prieſts ſhould Indire for you. The nature of Thanks is an unavoidable conſequence 
of b-ing Pleaſed or O>!iged 3 rhey grow in the Heart, and from thence ſhew chemſclvyes cither in 
Looks, Speech, Writing or Attion: No man was evcr Thankful becauſe he was bid to be fo, bur 
becauſe he had, or thought he had ſome Reaſon for ir. If then chere js cauſe in this cafe ro pay 
ſuch excravagant Acknowledgments, they will flow naturally, wichour raking ſuch pains. to pro» 
cuce chem ; and ir is utikindly done to Tite all the Voit-Horſes with carrying Circular Letters to 
ſollicire that v hich woutd be done without any rrouble or conſtraint : If ir is really in ir ſelf ſuch 
a tavour, whar needeth ſo much prefling men to be Thankful, and with ſuch eager circum- 
ſtances that where P r{wafhons cannot delude, Threatnings are emp!oyed co frighe chem 
ito a Compliance ? Thanks muſt be voluntary, roc only unconſtrained , but unfſolli- b 
ciced, elſe they are crcher- Trifles or Snar.s, they cicher ſighifie nothing , or a grear deal 
more than is intended %y choſe that give chem, If an inferegce ſhould be made, Thar whoſo- 
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ir Strid ha Tp 4 $ 3A ho are perſyaded to-Afldreſs ; If i 
ir is a greater Stride _rhan,' [ preſume, © .OMAEE Who are periyas Addreſs : If ic 
rfl beſappoſed, abs all [s Frame, Cle Aopotin of the-T,& ST, wheneyer 2 Parke 
rhent ſhall Mect. Such ah Expe is bene prevented befare, chan difappointed afcerwards; 
and rhe foreſt way to'atoid rhe irig.under ſuch a Scandal, is not-ro.do apy thing that way give 
4 colonr to rhe Miſtake: Theſe Befpoken Thatiks are little -leſs improper than Love Letters char 
were Solliciced bythe Lady to whomthey are tobe Direced : ſo, char befides the lircle ground 
there is ro give them, the manner of getting them, doch exireamly lelſen cheir Value. It mighr 
be wiſhed char you would hdye ſuppreſſ Your, impaticnce, and.have heen content for che ſake of 
Religion, eo enjoy ir, within your (elves, zvithaut the Liberty. of 4 Loy ny Exereie, «ill a Par- 
Rament hat allowed it ;*buc fince that « Si not be, and that the Argifices of fame amongſt you 
have rhade nſe'of the Well-meanr Zeal of the Generality to draw chem 1pro this Miſtake ; 1 am iq 
far from blaming you wirh char ſharpneſs which, perhaps, the Marrer i-ſtc3Ftacls would bear, that 
Fam ready tart on the ſide of the more gentle conſtruftion.  _ | 

There is a great difference berween enjoying quietly the advantages of an AR irregularly done 
by ochers, and the going abour to ſupport jt againſt the Lays in being : the Law is lo Sacred, thar 
no Treſpaſs agaioft it is ro be Deferded ; yer, Fraffrigs may in ſome meaſure -be Exculed, when 
they cannor be Juſtificd; The defjre of enjoying a Liberry from which men have been fo long 
reſtrained, may be a Tempration that their Reaſon is nor arall times able co reſiſt, If in ſucha 
caſe, ſome ObjeQions are leaprover, indifferent men will be more inclined ro lament the Occaſi- 
on, than to fall roo hard upon the Fault, whilſt ir is covered with the Apology of a good Inten- 
tion ; bur where to reſcue your felves from the Severity of one Law, you give a Blow toall the 
Laws, by which your Religion and Liberty are to be protected 3 and inſtcad of filently receiving 
the benefir of rhis Indulgence, 'you ſet up for Advocates to fupport it, you become volnntary 
Aggreflors,” and logk like Counſel retained by- the Prerogative againſt your old Friend Magna 
Charta, who-hath done qaagg > deſerve her falling thus under your Difpleaſure. 

If rhe cafe then ſhould be, char the Price expeRted from you for this Liberty, is giving up 
your Right in the Laws, ſure you will think rwice, before you go oy furcher in ſuch a loſing 
Bargain, After giving Thanks for the breach of one Law, you loſe the Righe of Com- 
plaining of the breach of all rhe reſt; you will not very well know how to defcnd 
your ſelves, when you are preſſed ; and having given up the Queſtion, when ir was 
for your advantage, you cannor reca] it, when it ſhall be ro your prejudice, If you 
will ſer up at one time a Power to help you , which at another time by parity of 
Reaſon ſhalt be made uſe of ro deſtroy you, you will neicher be picied, nor relieved againſt a 
Miſchief you draw upon your felves, by being ſa unreaſonably thankful. Ir is like calling in 
Auxiharies ro help, who are ſtrong enough to ſubdue you : In ſuch a cafe your - Complaints will 
come too late to be heard. and your Suftcrings will raiſe Mirth inſtcad of Compaſiion. 

If you tkink, for your excuſe, to cxpound your Thanks ſoas to reſtrain them to this particu 


lar caſe, others, for their ends, will extcnd chem further ; and in theſe differing Intcrpretagons,. 


that which is back'd by Authority will be the moſt likely to prevail ; eſpecially when by the ad- 
vantage you have given them, they have in truch che better of che, Argument, and: that the Infe- 
rences from your own Corcefhions are very ſtrong, and expreſs againſt you. This is ſo far from 
being a ground!eſs Suppotitzon, thar there was a late inſtance of ir, the laſt Seſſion of Parliament,. 
in che Houſe of Lords, where che firſt Thanks, tho things of courſe, were interpreted to be the 
Approbarion of the King's whole Speech, and a Reſtraint from the further Examination of any 
partof ir, tho never ſo mach d;fliked ; and it was with difficulty obtained, nor ro be excluded 
from the liberty of 0j-{ting ro this mighty Prexogarive of 9} a mecrly by this 1nnecenc 
and uſual piece of g204 Manners, by which no ſuch ching could poſſibly be intended. 

Fhis ſheweth, rhar ſome bounds are to be put to your good Breeding,and that the Conſtitution 
of England js too valuable a thing to be ventured upon a Complement. © Now that you have for 
ſome rime enjoyed the benefr of the End, it is time for you to look into the Danger of the 
Means: The fame Reaſon char made you deſirous to ger Liberty, muſt make you ſollicicous to 
preſerve it ; fo thar the next thought will naturally be, not to engage your (If beyond Retreas, 
and to agree fo fi with th2 Principles of all Religions, as not to rely upon a Death-bed-Re- 
pentance, 

There 
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Thete-are certaih Periods of Time, which bemg once paſt, make all Cautions incfitfyal, and 
al} Remedies deſperate, Our Underſtandings are apt to be hurcied on by the firſt Hears; . which. 
if not reſtrained in time, do nog give us leave to look back, till it is too late. . Confider this in 
the caſe of your Anger agajnſt rhe Church of England, and take warring by their Miſtake in 
the fame kind,: when after the late King's Reſtoration, they preſerved fo long the bicrer raſte 
cf your rough uſage to them in other times, that ir made rhem forget rheir Intereſt, and Sa- 
erifice it ro their Revenge. 

Eirher you will blame this ons in them, and for that reaſon not follow it, or if you 
«ow it, you have no reaſon to be offended witn them; ' ſo that you ugfit eirher diloyſs your 
Anger, or loſe your Excuſe; except you ſhould argue more partially than will be ſuppoſcd of 
men of your Morality and Underſtznding. | 

if 10u had now to do with thoſe rigid Prelates, who made it a mattcr of Conſcience to give 
rou the lcaft Indulgence, but kept you at an uncharirable diſtance, and even to your mare rea- 
ſonable Scruples continued Riff'and inexorable, the Argument - mighr be fairer on your fidez 
but ſince the cammon Danger hath ſo laid open-that muſjake, that all the former Haughtneſs 
towards you is for ever extinguifhed, and thar it hath rurned the Spirit of Perſecution, 1nto A 
Spirit of Peace, Charity, and Condeſcenfion; ſhall this happy Change only affe&t the Church 
of Enzland ?* and are you fo in love with Separation, as not to be moved by this Example ? 
Ir ought to be fellowed, were there no other reaſon chan thar ir is a Vercue 3. bur when beſides 
that, ir is become neceflary to your Preſervation, *t is impoſſible to fail the having its cffeſt 


uv "Ou. 

$7 A ſhould be ſaid, thar the Church of England is never Humble, but when ſhe is our of 
Power, and therefore loſerh rhe Right of being Believed when ſhe prereaderh to it : The An- 
ſwer is, Firft, it would be an uncharitable ObjeRion, and very much miftimed ; an unſeaſong- 
ble Triumph, nor<nly ungenerous, but unſaſe : So thar in theſe reſpeds it cannor be urged, 
without Scandal, even though ir could be ſaid with Truch. Secondly, This is nor ſo in FaRt, and 
che Argument muſt fall, being built upon a falſe Toundation; for whacever may be rold you, 
at this very hour, and in the kear and glare of your preſent Sun-ſhine, the Church of England 
can in a Moment bring Clouds again; and turn the Royal Thunder npon your Heads, blow you 
eff the Stage with a Breath, if ſhe would give but a Smile or a kind Word the leaſt Glimpſe 
of her compliance, would throw you back into the ſtare of Suffering, and draw upon you all 
the Arrears of Severity, which have accrued during the time of this kindneſs ro you, and yet 
the Church of England, with all her Faults, will not allow her ſelf to be _— by ſuch un- 
juſtifiable means, bur chuſerh ro bear the weight of Power, racher than !ye under the burchea 
of being Criminal, ; 

It cannot be faid, that ſhe is unprovoked ; Books and Letters come our every day, to call for 
Anſwers, yer ſhe will nor be ſtirred. From the ſuppoſed Authors, and the Stile, one would ſwear 
they were Undertakers, and had made a Contrat to fall out with rhe Church of England. There 
are L:ſhes in every Addreſs, Challenges to draw the Pen in every Pamphler; 1n ſhort, the 
faireſt occaſ.ons in the World given to quarrel ; bur ſhe wiſely diſtinguiſheth berween the Bo- 
dy of Diffcnrers, wjiom ſhe will ſuppoſe go AR as they do, with no 1'] incent ; and theſe ſmall 
Skirmiſhers pickt ant ſent out ro Picqueer, and to begin a Fray amongſt the Proteſtants, for 
the encerrainment, as well as the advantage of rhe Church 'of Rome, 

This ConduCt 1s ſo good, that it will be Scandalous not to Applaud jr. Tr is nor equal 
dealing, to blame our Adverfaries for doing ill, and not commend them when they do well. 

To | Ah them becauſe they Perſecuted, and not to be recenciled to them when they are 
r-ady ro ſuffer, rather than receive all che Advanrages, that can be gained by a Criminal com- 
plyance, is a Principle no ſort of Chriſtians can own, fince it would give an Objetion ro them 
never to be Anſwered, 

Think a lictle, who they were that promored your former Pcrſecutions, and th'n confider 
how it will loo to be angry with the Inſtrumears, and at the ſame time ro make a League with 
the Authors of your Sufferings. 


oa 
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; Have you enough conſidered what will be expefted f:op you? Are you ready to ſtand it 
" evety Borough by Vertue of a Conge delve, and inſtead of Election, te Larishied if you are Re- . 
'rukfned? : 


Will you in Parlmert, juſtifie the Diſpenſing Power, with all irs conſequences, and Repeal 
| 'the Teſt, by which you will make mo che Repeal ef all the Laws, that were made to pre- 
| ſerve your Religion, and ro EnaRt others that deſtroy it? _ ; 
| Are you diſpoſed to change the Liverty of Debate, into the Merir of Obedienee, and to be 
- made Inſtruments to Repeal or Enat Laws, when the Roman Conſiftory are Lords of the Articles, 

| Are you ſo linked zyich your new Friends, as to reje& any indulgence a Parkameut ſhall offes 
/ You, if ir ſhallnor Comprehenſive as to include the Papiſt in it ? | 

"Conſider that the implied Conditions of your new Treaty are no leſs, then that you are tods 
'every thing you are deſired, ay wen and that for this pretended Liberty of Con- 
| ſcience, your real Freedom Is to be Sacrificed : Your former Faults like Chains ſtill abour 
| you, you are let looſe only upon Bayl : the firſt AR of Non-compliance, ſenderh you to Jayl 


N. | 
You "ju thar the Papiſts themſelves, do not rely upon the Legality of this Power,which 


you are to Juſtifle, ſince the being ſo vey earneſt to get it Eſtabliſhed by a Law, and the doing 
ſuch very ® things in order, as they think to 6bcain ir, is a clear Evidence, thar they do not 
think, thar the'fingle Power of the Crown is in this Cafe a good Foundation; eſpecially when 
this is done under a Prince, fo very of all che Rights of Soveraingry, that he would think - 
ir 2 diminution ro his Prerogative, where he conceiyerh ir ftrong enough ro go alone, to call in 
the Legiſlative help to ſtrengthen and ſupport ir. 

You have formcrly blamed the Church of England, and rot without reaſon, for going ſo far as 
they did in their Compliance: and yer ſb ſoon as they ſtopped, you fe rhey are nor only De- 
ſerted bur Proſecuted : Conchude then from this Example, thar you muſt either break oft your 
Friendſhip, or reſolve ro haven o'Bounds in it. Tf they do not ſucceed in their Defign, they 
will leare you firſt; if they do, you muſtgicher leave them, when ir wil be too late lor your 
Safety, or elſe after the Cmcarinch of ſtarcing at a Surplice, you muſt be forced ro ſwallow 
Tranſubſtantiarion, 

Remember that rhe other day thoſe of the Chutch of England were Trimmers for enduring 

ou, and now by a ſudden Turn, you are become the Favourires ; do nor deceive your (elves, 
it 1s'not-the Nature vf laſting Plants thus to ſhoot up in a Night; you may look gay and green 
For a little rime, but you want 2 Root to give you 4 continuance. Ir is not ſo long ſince, as to 
be forgorten, that the Maxime was, It is impyſtible for a Diſſenter, not tobe a REBEL. Con- 
Fider at this cime in France, even the new Converts are ſo far from being Imployed, that they 
are Diſarmed 3; their ſudden Change maketh them ſtill ro be diſtruſted, norwichſtanding that 
'they are Reconciled : What are you to expe& then from your dear Friends, to whom, when 
ever they ſhall think fir ro throw you off again, you Jhave in other times given fuch Argu- 
-ments for their excuſe ? * - 

'Befides all this, you AR very-unskilfully againſt your viſible Tntereſt, if you throw away the 
advantages, of which you cmm hardly fail in the next probable Revolution. Things rend-nacu- 
'rally ro what'ybu would have, if you would ler them alone, and not by -an unſeaſonable Ati- 
wity loſe the Influences of your gaod Star, which promilerh you every thing thar is pro- 

ous, 

The Church' of England cenvinced of its Errour in being ſevere to you; the Parliament, 
when ever it meeteth, ſure ro be Gentle to you; the next Heir bred in the Country which you 
haye ſo often Quoted for a'Patternof Indulgence; a general Agreement of all thmking Men, 
char we muft no more cur our ſelves off from the Proteſtants abrcad, bur rather inlarge the 
Foundations, upon which weare to build our Deferices againſt the Common Enemy ; ſo thatin 
Truth, al! rhings ſeem ro conſpire to give _you Eaſe and Satitfafticn, if by roo much haſte to 
anticipate your good Fortune, yon do nor deſtroy ir, 

The Proteſtants have but one Article of Humane Strength, to oppoſe the Power which is 
now againſt chem. and thar is, nor to loſe the adyancage ot their numbers, by being ſo un- 
wary 2s to ict themſelves be divided, 

# we 
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we all agree in our Duty to our Prince, our Objettions te his Belief, de'nothinder us from 
ſecing his Verrues z and our not complying with his Religion, hath no <fie& uporr our Allegi- 
ance z,we are hot to be Laughed out of our Paſhve” Obedience, and the Dodtrine of Non- 
Reſiſtance, though even thoſe who perhaps owe the beſt part of their Securiry to that 
Principle, are apt to make a Jeſt of ir., . 

So that if we give no advantage by the fatal Miftake of miſapplying our Anger, by the 
natural courſe of things, this Danger will paſs away like a lbgHer of Hail; fair Weather 
will fucceed, as loweringas the Sky now looketh, and all by this plain and cafie Receipt.. 
Let us be ſtill, quier, and undivided, firm at the ſame time to our Religion, our Loyalty, and 
our Laws, and to = as we continue this Method, ir is next to impoſſible, har the odds of 
two hundred to one ſhould loſe rhe Bettz except the Church of Rome, which hath been fo. 
loug barren of Miracles, ſhould now in her declining Age, be brought to Bed of One that. 
would out-do the beſt ſhe can brag of in her Legend. 


To conclude, the ſhort Queſtion will be, Whether you will joyn wich thoſe who muſt in 
the end run, the ſame Fate with you. If Proteſtants of all forts, 'in their Behavigur to one. 
#nother, have been to blame, rhey are upon the more equal terms, and for that very reaſon 
it is ficter for them now to be reconciled. Uur Diſ-union is not only a Reproach, but 2 
Danger to us; thoſe who believe in modern Miracles, haye more Right , or at leaſt 
more Excuſe, to negle& all Secular Cautions 3. but for us, ir is as -atifable to haye no; 
Religion, as wilfully ro throw away the Humane Means of preſerving it. I am, 


Dear SIR, 


Tour moſ# Aﬀettionate 


Humble Servant, 


